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The return of the

A very special living being

The monk seal has disappeared from the majority of the places it
used to live not so long ago. Hunting, their accidental capture in
fishing nets, over fishing, marine pollution, destruction of the coast
and humans' excessive love for the sun and beach have led this
seal to a quite extreme situation.
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The Mediterranean monk seal is a unique mammal. Along with
the Hawaiian monk seal they are the only seals
that live in subtropical waters.

Of extraordinary beauty, it is also one of the
oldest existing seals, very much like those that
inhabited the ocean fifteen million years ago. It
is an authentic living fossil whose future is
now uncertain.

For thousands of years there was an abundance of monk seals in
the Mediterranean and along the European and African Coasts of
the Atlantic Ocean. Locations such as Lobos Island in Fuerteventura
(Canary Islands), remind us of places where their presence used to
be common. It was likely their voices that ancient sailors would
confuse with the singing of mythical mermaids.
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Nowadays it is one of the planet's most
endangered mammals with an estimated population of
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about 600 specimens worldwide. Their survival depends on the
determination and sacrifice of some human beings.
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You can be one of them.
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A shared future

The largest monk seal colony in the world survives on the
peninsula of Cabo Blanco (Mauritania-Morocco), taking shelter
in three caves along a short 1-kilometre stretch of the coast.
There they breed and gather together to rest.

Human beings have driven the monk seal almost to
the brink of extinction. Ironically, their fate lies in our
hands. In our Programme we also strive to improve
the lives of those who share the monk seal's space
and resources - primarily local, traditional fishermen.

The future of the monk
seal (also) lies in
your hands
We are succeeding in returning the colony at Cabo Blanco
back to normal and in increasing the number of monk seals
from year to year.
Saving a species at risk of
extinction is not an easy task. It
requires a great team with
several human and material
resources, in turn involving a
major economic effort.
We are funded by projects and
donations from other
international foundations and
institutions. We are also
supported thanks to the

For this reason, we train them in

responsible and
sustainable fishing
At CBD-Habitat Foundation we started the

Monk Seal Conservation
Programme in 2000 to protect this
population that had barely 100 specimens
and no protection measures.

We created the Marine-Land Reserve
“Coast of the Seals”, a sanctuary that
protects the breeding caves and the surrounding
environment from both human disturbance and the
presence of fishing nets.

We have also built a market to
improve health conditions in the
sale of fish, carried out by
women in the city of
Nouadhibou.
Increased awareness concerning
biodiversity and environmental
conservation for future
generations is a source of
hope. Thousands of boys and
girls and their teachers benefit
from our environmental education
programmes as well as from the
abundant educational materials
we have edited. Furthermore, we
have built the first West Africa
visitors' centre! It is dedicated to
the conservation of the monk
seal and the marine environment.

We work in the field 365 days a year to protect this colony. We
know each and every one of the seals; we detect all of the births and who the
mothers are; we identify their fishing areas, etc. In short, we fight to make sure
that nothing puts them in danger.
The effort has been worthwhile. We have succeeded in creating a space that is
free from human disturbance where the seals feel increasingly safe and at
ease. Over these years our seal population has successfully reached 270 and
we have gone from 23 yearly seal pups to over 70.

generosity of people
like you, who are concerned

in order to minimise the impact of
their activity on the marine
environment. They also receive
training in safety at sea and
outboard engine repairs. We have
provided safety material to over
1,000 fishermen.

We believe in a society that is
more committed and involved in
environmental conservation, and
capable of understanding that the
cohabitation of humans
and the rest of the living beings is
key to guaranteeing a shared
future.

with maintaining the biodiversity
and sustainability of the planet.

Technician rescuing a pup
washed away from the cave
due to strong sea conditions.

We need your
collaboration
A small contribution can
go a long way
With your support we will be able to
witness the monk seal's return to the
beaches that were once its home.

We invite you to visit our webpage where you will find much more
information about the monk seal and about how you can help us.
Remember:

Their future also depends on you!
http://monksealconservation.org/
https://www.facebook.com/focamonjeCaboBlanco/
You can also send us a direct

donation to our account:

IBAN ES41 0049 1828 2524 1028 3586

